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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This is in response to Applicant's communication on 02/12/07. 

The following is the status of claims: 

Claims 34-46 have been added. 

Claims 2-4 and 13-33 have been cancelled. 

Claims 41-46 have been cancelled as indicated in the examiner's amendment set forth below. 
Claims 1, 5-12 and 34-40 remain pending for examination. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments, filed on 12/01/06, with respect to claims have been fully considered and 
are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection of last Office action has been withdrawn. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or additions be 
unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure 
consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with Mr. Kevin L. 
Daffer (Reg. No. 34,146) on February 12, 2007. 

The application has been amended as follow: 
In the claims, 

Claims 41 -46 have been cancelled. 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

With respect to claims 1, 5-12 and 34-40 are allowed over the prior art of record. 
The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

With respect to claim 1, the claimed features "a method of establishing a computer-based 
communication session involving a user of a computer, said method comprising detecting movement of 
the first icon to the position of a second displayed icon within the GUI, wherein one of the first and second 
icons represents the desired participant and the other represents the desired communications application 
and providing the retrieved participant identifier to the communications application" in conjunction with 
other elements of the independent claims are not suggested, anticipated or found to be obvious over the 
prior art made of record. With respect to claim 34, the claimed features "a system for computer-based 
communications, comprising wherein said notification comprises detecting a combined selection of a first 
icon representing the desired communications application and a second icon representing the desired 
participant; means for retrieving a participant identifier appropriate to identify the desired participant to the 
desired communications application; and means for providing the retrieved participant identifier to the 
communications application" in conjunction with other elements of the independent claims are not 
suggested, anticipated or found to be obvious over the prior art made of record. 

The dependent claims, being definite, further limiting, and fully enabled by the specification are 
also allowed. 
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The closest prior art, Carol L. Stimmel, U.S. Patent Number 6,678,719 relates to managing 
working with remote in an organization. 

Ferguson U.S. Patent Number 5,801 ,700 relates to graphical user interfaces and file transfers but 
fail to teach the above limitations. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the payment 
of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. Such 
submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Application/Control Number: 

09/966,829 

Art Unit: 2162 



Page 5 



CONTACT INFORMATION 



2. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 



be directed to JEAN B. FLEURANTIN whose telephone number is 571 - 272-4035. The examiner can 
normally be reached on 7:05 to 4:35. 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
JOHN E BREENE can be reached on 571 - 272-4107. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-308-6606. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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